
 
 

ROTHENBACH PARK
8650 Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota Park Hours: 6 a.m. to Sunset
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FROM TRASH 
TO TREASURE

Rothenbach Park is the site of the old Bee 
Ridge Landfill, a mountain of trash turned 

into a community treasure. The park offers 
opportunities for recreation, environmental 
education, wildlife viewing and more. The 
park is named for Walter J. Rothenbach Jr., 
who served as a supervisor and director of 
Sarasota County Parks and Recreation from 
1963 until 1998. He later became executive 

director of community services, overseeing 
parks and recreation, cooperative extension 

services, library services and the history 
center. In 2000, Walt became deputy county 

administrator and served in that capacity until his 
retirement in 2003.

A pioneer in the evolution of parks and recreation 
in Florida and particularly in Sarasota County, Walt 
was instrumental in increasing public parklands from 
245 acres to well over 3,600 acres during his 35 years 
at the helm of parks and recreation. The miles of 
beaches, dozens of athletic fields and scores of parks 
developed under his watch form the backbone of 
today’s current parks system. This park is an integral 
part of his vision as it is unique among all other parks 
in Sarasota County.

FOR YOUR SAFETY AND 
PROTECTION OF THE PARK
• Leave natural features, plants and animals undisturbed.

• Pack it in, pack it out. Please do not litter. 

• Take valuables with you and lock your vehicle. 

• Gate closes automatically just after sunset.  

• Sarasota Sheriff’s Office: 
	 Emergency: 911 
	 Non-emergency: 941-316-1201 
	 (report crime or incident)

TAKE A PHOTO 
OF THIS SIGN

as a safety 
and informational 

reference!
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Playground

Picnic shelter/pavilion

Restrooms

South Access Road - 
.6 miles 

Parking

Bridge

Gate - authorized access only

Fitness equipment (outdoor)

Gate - automatic

Solar Trail - 1 mile

Turkey Trail - .25 miles

Hammock Loop Trail - 2.75 miles
PAVED TRAILS

To report park issues,
scan QR code or call 311.

SarasotaCountyParks.com @SRQCountyGov Call 311
Mission: To provide clean, safe and inclusive parks with diverse opportunities for all.


