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Just below the waves,
artificial reefs provide
a world of benefits.
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Sarasota County's coastline is among the most acclaimed
in the nation, and it’'s continually getting better. For over
15 years, Sarasota County Government has maintained
permits for the development of artificial reefs in the
inshore and offshore waters of Sarasota County.

Did you know? Artificial reefs create essential habitat for
marine ecosystems, greatly enhancing biodiversity and
saltwater species. These reefs not only improve fishing
opportunities and recreational diving in the area but
also mitigate erosion, promote nutrient
recycling and water clarity, and advance
marine research.

To learn more, scan the
QR code or call 311.
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How do artificial reefs work?

Artificial reefs are structures of natural or human origin

placed on the seafloor to create habitats for a variety of
fish and invertebrates. These carefully constructed reefs
encourage the growth of marine life and are essential to
preserving local ecology.

Sarasota County artificial reefs are mostly comprised of a
series of strategically placed reef balls or modules made
out of concrete. Some reefs feature unique structures

like repurposed army tanks, landing crafts and other non-
natural materials, providing additional habitat diversity for
marine species. In bays and the Gulf, there are currently
nearly 40 artificial reef sites — some only 10 feet deep and
other sites over 100 feet below the surface.

ARTIFICIAL REEF LOCATIONS

Reef Site Latitude Longitude Approximate

North West Depth (feet)
BAY REEFS
Hart's Family 27° 22075 82° 34477 10
O.D. Miller 27°  20.190 82° 34546 15
Pop Jantzen 27°  19.709' 82° 33849 10
Jim Evans 27° 19727 82° 33452 10
Bully Powers 27° 18862 82° 34.292 10
Rose Coker 27° 18698 82° 32537 10
Jonnie Walker 27° 22380 82° 35525 10
Sportfishing 27° 21080 82° 35883 10
11-Lynn Silvertooth 27° 17159 82° 35985 30
12-Alan Fisher 27° 181171 82° 37125 30
13-Donald Roehr 27° 18208 82° 35539 20
Venice Reef 27° 04587 82° 27509 25
14 27° 06304 82° 28905 25
Gary Serviss 27° 19172 82° 43164 40
Tom Wallin 27° 18745 82° 43001 40
M3 27° 16717 82° 43261 45
M4 27° 15170 82° 43162 40
M5 27° 13422 82° 43137 45
Mé 27° 113071 82° 43595 55
M7-Johnson 27° 16281 82° 48043 50
Fallen Heroes 27° 12528 82° 481271 65
M9 27° 04189 82° 42103 60
M10 27° 01887 82° 42583 65
M11 26° 59045 82° 42797 70
M13 26° 55099 82° 27882 45
M14 26° 52236 82° 26441 45
M15 27° 050071 82° 32524 40
M16 27° 03827 82° 35625 50
Sarasota Sportsmen | 27° 02674 82° 38791 65

27°  09.691 82° 53062 80
MD1 27° 094471 82° 53199

27° 159371 83° 07.207' 105
D3 27° 15942 83° 07.266'
D4 27° 15440 83° 07.13¢' 105
D6 27° 06190 83° 03.192 110
D-9 26° 54719 82° 55893 100
V-1 27° 06187 82° 27857 20
V-2 27° 06040 82° 27836 20
V-3 27° 05869 82° 27741 20
V-4 27° 05756 82° 27698 20
V-5 27° 03916 82° 26998 20
Genesis Reef ° ) o ,
(aka Eternal Reef) 27 15.795 82 45505 40
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