BLACKBURN POINT PARK

421 Blackburn Point Road, Osprey

Park Hours 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Blackburn Point Park’s boat ramp,

which is located on Little Sarasota

i< Bay, is part of the Sarasota Bay

National Estuary Program.

Enjoy a leisurely boat ride along

the Intracoastal Waterway to your

favorite fishing spot. To access the

Gulf of Mexico, proceed north to Big
= =1 | Sarasota Pass, or south to the Venice

Inlet. Enjoy the beautiful views throughout Casey Key, Osprey, Siesta Key and

Sarasota, while boating on Little Sarasota Bay.

Blackburn Point Park amenities and activities:

« Birding « Canoe/kayak launch « Fishing pier -« Picnic shelters

+ Boat ramp/dock - Dog-friendly (leash required) « Grills « Restrooms

SAFE BOATING AND RELATED GUIDELINES
Please observe all boating rules and lations when the waterways. While at the
park and boat ramp or on the water, be aware of county codes (such as Ch. 90 and 130 5.C.C.0.)
and state regulations (such as F.5. 327 and 379) that regulate the following activities:
+ No glass containers of any kind and no littering.
+ No parking or driving vehicles or anchoring, docking or mooring watercraft between

the hours of 10 p.m. to 6 a.m., unless authorized by permit or otherwise posted.

» No fishing permitted within swim areas designated by swim buoys.

itted within a or area

» No motorboats or watercraft p
marked by authorized buoys.

» No pumping out/discharge of any wastes (F.5. 327.53).
+ No removal of marine life without a license, permit or authorization number (F.S. 379.354).

BOATER'S ETIQUETTE

+ Do not back onto the ramp until ready to launch.

= 20-minute maximum launch time per boat on the ramp.
+ Do not block the ramp.

+ Watch for pedestrians when backing up.

« No fishing, swimming or diving off the dock.

+ Use mooring space for short-term use while launching, not for
maintenance of vessels.

TAKE A PHOTO
OF THIS SIGN

as a safety and
informational reference!

EMERGENCY AND NON-EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Sarasota Sheriff's Office:
Emergency: 911
Non-emergency: 941-316-1201 (report crime or incident)
U.S. Coast Guard:
Rescue/Emergency (Cortez Office): 941-794-1607
Non-emergency: 941-366-5595

NOAA Weather Service Broadcast: 813-645-2506
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 24-hour Hotline: 888-404-3922

ded dolphi or sea turtle within coastal Southwest Florida,
's 24-hour hotline: 888-345-2335

Toreporta whale,

call the S Prog

To report injured sea birds:
Wildlife Center of Southwest Florida: 941-484-9657 or 941-416-4967 (emergency)

If you have questions, please call the Sarasota County Contact Center at 941-861-5000.
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LOCAL COMMERCIAL FISHING

Fishing has been a part of daily life on Little Sarasota Bay for
thousands of years. Between the early 1600s and mid-1800s,
Cuban fishing ranchos were established along the western
coastline of Florida. Fish were cleaned, salted and dried in order
to be shipped back to Cuba.

William Whitaker, arriving in 1842, became the first permanent
settler in Sarasota. He traded dried fish to Cubans sailing the
coastline and reportedly received one cent per fish. Fishing
continued to be vital to the success of early pioneer settlers to
Sarasota. By the late 1800s, commercial fishing had become a
thriving industry throughout the region.

John Henry Blackburn earned a living in the fishing and cattle
industry. Around 1949, at the request of local fishermen, he
allowed the construction of a dock and a fish house which

he leased to individuals and companies. Commercial fishing
continued on this site until 1933.

941-861-5000 | scgov.net Bd @SRQCountyPlay
Preserve. Recreate. Connect. Respect.

Courtesy of Sarasota County Historical Resources

FISHING

Sarasota Bay offers some of the finest inshore
fishing in the world. Flounder, red drum,
sheepshead, snook, spotted sea trout, mullet,
pompano, shrimp, stone crabs and blue crab
are among the fish and crustaceans that can
be found here. A fishing license is required,
except for Florida residents over 65 or those
under 16 years of age. To purchase a fishing
license, visit myfwc.com/license.

If you hook a bird while fishing, very gently
reel the bird in and then remove the fishing
line and hook as carefully as possible.
Remember, do not cut the line and leave the
hook in the bird. If you see an injured bird,
mammal or marine life in trouble, please call
the rescue phone number listed on this kiosk.

BLACKBURN FAMILY HISTORY
John Henry Blackburn was born in Sarasota
on March 25, 1919, and earned a living in the
fishing and cattle industry. John remained in
Sarasota his entire life.

John was a descendant of John S. and
Belinda Blackburn. They arrived from lowa

in the 1880s to homestead property under
the Homestead Act of 1862. In 1884, their
son, Benjamin Franklin Blackburn, and his
family arrived and homesteaded just south
of his parents.

Initially, the Blackburns grew citrus in this
area. Benjamin later built a shallow draft
boat, named the Sea Turtle, and began
trading up and down the Gulf Coast. Another
son, George, established a hardware
business in Sarasota.

SaraSota County



